THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
through with it; she is thoroughly in earnest. I have just be.en begging Sazonov not to consent to any military measure which Germany could call provocative. The German Government must be saddled with all the responsibility and all the initiative. English opinion will accept the idea of intervening in the war only if Germany is indubitably the aggressor. ... Please talk to Sazonov to that effect"
What this Englishman is thinking to-day in Petersburg—are they not precisely the same thoughts, and expressed in the same words, as the German Chancellor will be telegraphing to Vienna this evening? The r61e of the victim of aggression; the ideal of all war-loving diplomats in Europe! The doctors have been making/ each other nervous for eight years and eight days past; now they all give peace her death-warrant, and set to polishing up their diagnoses, in order to prove themselves right at the autopsy.
Now Sazonov receives his last visitor, his friend the Frenchman, who finds him agitated, learns details, and warns him:
"The. least imprudence on your part will lose us England's help."
Sazonov: "Thafs my opinion too; but our General Staff are getting restless, and even now I am having great difficulty in holding them in."
In the course of next day Vienna finally rejects the "conversations" Now Sazonov wants to play for safety. He receives the Ambassadors in succession.
At first he speaks sensibly with the Hungarian, who has been vainly advising Vienna to give way and now has the most unpleasant of all the parts to play in Petersburg.
Sazonov: "We shall carry through partial mobilisation iQ-^ay,. fat these troops are not intended to attack you. They mjtll only be kept in readiness. A measure of precaution, since *J, /*ti*^w*« of us and can, in any case, mobilise
"Nevertheless, it will make the deepesterman support in any
